
 

 

The Theology of Last Things 

  

 

Introduction to the book of Matthew 
 

 

One of the divine purposes to be accomplished in the 70
th
 week of Daniel is the 

preparation of the nation of Israel for the kingdom to be instituted at the return 

of the Messiah in fulfillment of Godôs covenants with Israel. 

 

A detailed chronology of predicted events in relation to the nation Israel is 

given to us in the most important prophecy of the end times: The Olivet 

Discourse.  The discourse is most commonly referenced to Matthew 24 & 25.  

However, the most complete version of the Olivet Discourse is realized when 

Matthew 24 & 25 is studied, in parallel, to Mark 13 and Luke 21. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To understand the Olivet Discourse correctly, we must place chapters 24 & 25 

of Matthew into their proper context.  The discourse was spoken just three days 

before his crucifixion (Matt. 26:2).  His earthly ministry was coming to an apex 

and to fully understand the importance of Jesusô words, we must review ñthe 

whole prophetic schemeò as Matthew details from Chapters 1 through 23. 

 

Hermeneutical Reminder: 

 There are several well-defined laws for the interpretation of  

 prophecy.  The scripture itself lays down the first and most 

 essential of all.  Peter tells us in his second letter that ñno 

 prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation.ò 

 By this it is not meant that no private individual can interpret 

 prophecy.  The idea intended by the apostle is that no prophecy 

 of the Word is to be interpreted solely with reference to itselfé 

 but all other portions of the prophetic revelation are to be taken 

 into account and considered.  Every prophecy is part of a won- 

 derful scheme of revelation; for the true significance of any 

 prophecy the whole prophetic scheme must be kept in mind and 

 the interrelationship between the parts in the plan as well. 

        - Charles L. Reinberg

  
 



 29 

 

The Theology of Last Things 

Matthew wrote to a Jewish audience, presenting Jesus as Israelôs long-awaited 

Messiah and rightful King to the throne of David.  Interspersed throughout 

Matthew are OT quotes presenting various aspects of Jesusô life and ministry as 

the fulfillment of OT messianic prophecy.  

 

Matthew alone uses the phrase ñkingdom of heaven,ò to emphasize that Israelôs 

legitimate and promised King had arrived.  All that was required of Israel was 

her repentance for her King to establish His kingdom rule (Davidic Covenant). 

 

 

ñRepent, for your King is here!ò 
 

 

Chapter 1:  The birth of the King 

 

 

 

Chapter 2:  The preservation of the King 

 

 

 

Chapter 3:    The forerunner of the King & His identification 

 

 

 

Chapter 4:  The testing of the King (the last Adam: 1 Cor. 15:45) 

 

 

 

Chapters 5-7:    The platform of the King 

 

 

 

Chapters 8-9:    The credentials of the King 

 

 

 

Chapter 10:  The Kingôs requirement from Israel 
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Chapter 11:  Rejection of the Kingôs forerunner 

 

 

 

Chapter 12:  Rejection of the King 

 

 

 

Chapters 13-19:   Mysteries of the kingdom 

 

 

 

Chapters 19-20: The way to the kingdom 

 

 

 

Chapter 21:  The King is in His house 

 

 

 

Chapter 22:  Discrediting the King 

 

 

 

Chapter 23:  The King exposes and rebukes Israelôs leaders 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñJerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to 

her!  How often I wanted to gather your children together, the way a hen 

gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were unwilling.ò 

 

ñBehold, your house is being left to you desolate!!!!  For I say onto you, from 

now on you will not see Me until you say óBlessed is He who comes in the 

name of the Lord!ô ò     

          - Matt. 23: 37-39 
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